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2021-2022 Academic Year 

What to read: 

 Rather than assign a specific title, your 6th grade Language Arts teachers have 

decided to let you choose your own literature to read over the summer.  Keep in mind, 

you will be required to take notes and provide information from your text as you read, 

so make sure your choice will provide you the information you will need.  We 

recommend choosing a text that is a minimum of 100 pages.  Select something 

interesting, but also challenging, because we will challenge you when you arrive. 

 

What to know: 

 A story cannot exist without the presence of characters, setting, and plot.  Your 

recent teachers have done an excellent job turning you into deeper thinkers and 

readers, so many of the following literary terms and concepts should be familiar to you: 

• Protagonist- the main character of the story. 

• Antagonist- whoever or whatever primarily opposes the protagonist (note 

that it is not always a character). 

• Dynamic characters change throughout a story; they evolve, learn, or mature. 

Static characters do not change. 

• Setting- the where and when of a story; mood or atmosphere can also 

illustrate the setting. 

• Plot- the events of the story.  We often break plot into five sections: 

exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. 

• Conflict- the obstacles characters must overcome; the action.  We often label 

these as character vs. character, character vs. nature, character vs. society, 

and character vs. self. 

• Theme- an idea or lesson that is present throughout the text; recognizing a 

theme or themes in works of literature is often the most challenging skill for 

students.  It is also the most rewarding. 

• Symbolism- when something represents more, grander, or more important 

than just itself (this can apply to characters, as well) 

What to do: 

 Take notes on the previous literary elements as you read your novel and 

complete the attached handout.  Give details and provide as much information as 

possible.  We will be using this information in the opening weeks of school, so the more 

you are able to provide here, the easier it will be then. 

 

On behalf of the 6th Grade Language Arts department, we hope you are enjoying your 

summer vacation, and we are eager to meet you in the upcoming in school year. 
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Title of novel: _______________________________________________________ # of pages: ________ 

Author: _________________________________________________________ Lexile (opt): __________ 

Why did you select this text? _____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Who is the protagonist? _________________________________________________________________ 

Who/What is the antagonist? ____________________________________________________________ 

Describe the setting at different parts of the story: 

 Where When Mood 

 
 
 
 
 

Beginning 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 

Throughout 
 
 
 
 
 

   

 
 
 
 
 

End 
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Summarize an example of a character vs. nature conflict from the novel (character opposes some 

natural phenomenon, such as weather or illness): ____________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Summarize an example of a character vs. society conflict from the novel (character opposes what 

everyone else is doing or thinks is right): ____________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Summarize an example of a character vs. self conflict from this novel (character faces a touch choice or 

moral dilemma): _______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Summarize the climax of the story (the turning point in the plot, or the part that everything built up to): 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Summarize the resolution of this story (was the original conflict that started the story resolved? How do 

the characters end up?) _________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explain one theme that you recognized throughout this story. __________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In one to two paragraphs, explain how the protagonist of the story changes from the beginning of the 

story to the end.  Be specific about the change(s) that occur(s), and use details from the text to support 

your explanation, providing the events that cause the change(s) to occur. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 


